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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

· On behalf of the ITU Secretary-General, Dr Hamadoun Touré, let me offer you a very warm welcome to the High-Level Opening Session of the WSIS Forum 2013.

· We are absolutely delighted by the number of Ministers who are with us today, and we would like to thank you for coming here to Geneva to express your support 

· Indeed your presence here, in such convincing numbers, is proof positive – if proof positive were needed – of the global level of commitment at the very highest levels to the work that is being done here.

· This is a demonstration of the strong commitment not just to the WSIS implementation, but also to the WSIS+10 Review process, which is now underway, and which will shape the future of WSIS as we approach 2014 and then 2015.

· Next year, as you will be aware, there will be a high-level event on the WSIS+10 Overall Review, which will be held in conjunction with the World Telecommunication Development Conference, WTDC-14.

· Both events will be held in Sharm-el Sheikh, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

· The WSIS+10 high-level event will be an integral component of the WSIS Forum, and is scheduled to take place from 14 to 18 April next year – and we can look forward to hearing a few words on this important event in a few moments from His Excellency Atef Helmy, Egypt’s Minister of Communications and Information Technology.

· In closing these brief remarks, therefore, let me wish you a productive and rewarding session, and let me thank you once again for this very public demonstration of your support and continuing commitment to the WSIS process.

Thank you.
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